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 Development started in 2006 in Waverley West 
 A Crown Corporation, the Manitoba Housing 

Renewal Corporation is the developer 
 Four Components to the Neighbourhood 
 Bridgwater Forest (First developed and near 

completion) 
 Bridgwater Lakes (Second developed and well 

underway) 
 Bridgwater Town Centre (Development underway, 

mixed commercial and residential) 
 Bridgwater Trails (The last of the residential 

sections and development is underway) 
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 An eclectic mix of: 
 Luxurious homes and modest homes 
 Young families and a large number of 

multigenerational families 
 One of the few areas of Winnipeg featuring 

“Visitable” home designs featuring no steps, wider 
doorways, making homes accessible to wheelchairs, 
walkers and those with mobility issues 
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#84  Transit 
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into Bridgwater 

5 Bridgwater Lakes Neighbourhood Association 



 Transit Expansion has Community support 
 Facebook Poll support 
 Residents Frustrated by Lack of Transit – Sou’Wester 

July, 2015 

 2014 Deloitte / Urban Development Institute 
Report 
 “new housing developments in Winnipeg more 

than pay for their own infrastructure costs and in 
fact contribute millions of extra tax revenue 
dollars to the city for use in providing services in 
other neighbourhoods” 
 Tax revenue from the Community should be 

available to support expanded transit into the 
Community  
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 Would reduce traffic and wear on City roadways 
 In February 2016 Mayor Bowman created a Climate 

Change Working Group  
  “Winnipeg needs to reduce its carbon footprint 

and address climate change” - Mayor Bowman    
CBC News Feb 25, 2016 

 Allowing the residents of Bridgwater access to 
public transit will permit them to decrease their 
dependence on automobiles for transportation, 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
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 The distance to existing transit service point is not 
viable for the majority of Bridgwater Lakes transit 
user residents (30-40 minute walk) 

 Strong Bridgwater Lakes resident support 
 #84 Route Expansion will provide service to most 

of the Bridgwater Neighbourhoods 
 Bridgwater tax revenue dollars could more than 

offset the cost of transit (UDI/Deloitte Report) 
 Offering Winnipeg Transit service will reduce 

greenhouse gasses and reduce wear on Winnipeg 
streets by giving people the option to leave their 
cars at home 
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“But what we don’t want…is lower service levels for 
everyone.”  Mayor Brian Bowman, Metro News Feb 26, 2016 Growth fees could increase 
new Winnipeg property costs 

 

The residents of Bridgwater deserve transit to enjoy the 
same level of municipal services as the rest of the city. 
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 City of Winnipeg Administrative Report “Review of Transit Service – 
Bridgwater Forest, Bridgwater Lakes and South Pointe” (May 1, 2015) 

 Bridgwater Lakes Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/bridgwaterlakes/ 

 Residents Frustrated with Lack of Transit 
 The Sou’Wester, by Kristi Anaka, July 28, 2015 

 Urban Design Institute Manitoba Chapter http://udimanitoba.ca/ 
 udi_wpg_report09082014.pdf – Deloitte – “Understanding the role 

that new communities play in supporting municipal finances, The 
role of Cost Benefit Studies” (September 8, 2014) 

 http://udimanitoba.ca/documents/winnipeg.html 
• residential_street_patterns_winnipeg.pdf – Dillon Consulting Ltd. 

– “Residential Street Patterns in Winnipeg: Theory, Research, 
Reality and Facts” (April 2010) 

 Bowman has few high cards to play in funding fight – Winnipeg Free 
Press Editorial February 26, 2016 

 Growth fees could increase new Winnipeg property costs – Metro 
News, by Braeden Jones, February 25, 2016 
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Firstly I’d like to thank the committee for the opportunity to speak before you this morning. 

I am David G. Sanders, Engineer and Co-Chair of the Bridgwater Lakes Neighbourhood Association. 

Today I am speaking in favor of the expansion of Winnipeg Transit service into the Bridgwater Lakes 
Community.   

SLIDE 

In 2006, the Manitoba Housing Renewal Corporation, a Crown corporation acted as developer, 
launching Bridgwater as housing development initiative in Waverley West. The project includes a Town 
Centre and three residential neighbourhoods: Bridgwater Forest, Bridgwater Lakes, and Bridgwater 
Trails. Bridgwater Forest was the first neighbourhood developed in the project, and the development of 
Bridgwater Lakes nears completion with Bridgwater Centre and Bridgwater Trails under development. 

SLIDE 

Bridgwater Lakes is an eclectic neighbourhood some luxurious houses across the street from very 
modest houses.  Young families and what is fascinating to me, a great number of multigenerational 
households, consisting of seniors, parents and children.  On my street multigenerational households 
represent around 80 percent.  Bridgwater represents one of the few areas of Winnipeg where there are 
a large number of houses of “visitable” designs featuring no step entrances, wider doorways and main 
floor bathrooms suitable for wheelchair use.  That aspect has allowed my family to keep two elderly 
parents with us rather than separating them and placing them in assisted living. 

SLIDE 

Currently only Bridgwater Forest is served by Winnipeg Transit through Route 163 Waverley Height 
Express Monday through Friday at peak hours from 6am to 8:30am and from 4:00pm to 7:00pm.  

To access the closest available Winnipeg transit stop residents of Bridgwater Lakes face a 30-40 minute 
walk.  That would be a pleasant walk at moderate temperatures but would be quite unbearable in the 
extreme cold or extreme heat that Winnipeg is known for.  Additionally this is only an option for those 
physically able.  Children, the handicapped and those of advanced years have no options for public 
transportation.   

SLIDE 

A report was made to the Standing Policy Committee on Infrastructure Renewal and Public Works dated 
September 21, 2015, the title of the report is Review of Transit Service – Bridgwater Forest Bridgwater 
Lakes and South Pointe.  The recommendations made in regard to this report were that the proposed 
route 72 into South Pointe and the proposed route modifications to the Route 84 Whyte Ridge bus into 
the Bridgwater Lakes and Bridgwater Centre areas be accepted and were referred to the 2016 budget 
process. 
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As Co-Chair and representative of the Bridgwater Lakes Neighbourhood Association, I am speaking in 
support of the expansion of the 84 Whyte Ridge bus route into the Bridgwater Lakes and Bridgwater 
Centre areas.   

SLIDE 

An informal Facebook pole illustrated overwhelming support of transit through Bridgwater Lake.  
Although not statistically significant, 58 of 60 respondents were in favor. 

A neighbour of mine has three daughters, one of high school age the other two are in university, one at 
the UofM and one at the UofW.  All three of these women need to be chauffeured by their parents 
either directly to school or to a point more convenient to Winnipeg Transit routes. 

Further putting a face to those desiring transit, I’d like to read you an article from the Sou’Wester 
community newspaper dated July 28, 2015  

Residents frustrated by lack of transport 

The Sou’Wester    By: Kristi Anaka    Posted: 07/28/2015 11:09 AM 

The benefits of moving to a new development can be many but there are also challenges that go 
with any new subdivision. 

In the case of Bridgwater Lakes, the lack of public transportation is affecting many of the 
residents and is repeatedly brought to my attention, such as in this message: 

“My name is Furyal. I am blind in my left eye and legally blind in the right eye so it is not possible 
for me to drive. 

“My family recently moved to Bridgwater Lakes and there are no buses that come here. I am in 
my second year of university at the Asper School of Business; it is extremely difficult for me to 
go to school… I cannot go anywhere without a bus as I cannot drive due to my vision loss. I am a 
very independent individual and have been taking this bus for the past few years everywhere I 
go because that is my only way of getting around. 

“I am requesting that some sort of transportation is provided for this part of the city as 
individuals like myself who have physical disability find it hard to commute around the city. I 
also have two other siblings who have the same eye problems so all of us have no way getting 
anywhere as we don’t drive.” 

I forwarded Furyal’s concerns to the City of Winnipeg and Winnipeg Transit in the hopes that 
something could be done to assist all residents of the area. 

Alissa Clark, a communications officer, with the City responded: 

“Winnipeg Transit does not have any immediate plans for expansion into any new subdivisions 
including Bridgwater Lakes. The expansion of Transit service into new subdivisions, or even the 
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creation of new routes, is limited by budgets, and the size of our bus fleet; we currently use all 
our available buses to service existing routes. 

“We have a long range plan for the purchase of more buses, but it may be a couple of years 
before we can contemplate all-day service to many sub-divisions including Bridgwater Lakes.” 

Handi-Transit might be an option for a few area residents but certainly not for all. And a few 
years is a long time to wait for public transportation. 

As much as I wish I could help, this issue would be best addressed if all Bridgwater Lakes 
residents expressed their concerns and/or form a community association to communicate with 
their political representatives. 

And that is why I am appearing before you today. 

I think everyone can agree in principal that transit into this new area of the city makes sense.  The 
question should be how we will pay for the expansion of transit service.   

Late in 2014 Deloitte released a report commissioned by the Manitoba Chapter of the Urban 
Development Institute.  In their words - The purpose of the report was to evaluate whether the Cost 
Benefit Studies required by the City of Winnipeg provided an accurate basis for determining whether the 
costs of providing municipal services to new communities is fully offset by the various sources of 
revenue generated by these expansions.   In short, the primary objective of the report was to confirm 
whether new development pays for itself under the City’s current framework of costs and charges levied 
on development.   

Quoting UDI “The report confirms that new housing developments in Winnipeg more than pay for their 
own infrastructure costs and in fact contribute millions of extra tax revenue dollars to the city for use in 
providing services in other neighbourhoods.”   

In the 2014 Mayor Bowman campaigned on a pledge to complete the Bus Rapid Transit project.  His 
campaign policy platform stated that a completed transit system would “increase ridership, reduce 
overall commuter traffic on Winnipeg streets and provide Winnipeggers with real transit solutions” It 
also cited that the project would reduce traffic and wear on our roads.  Although the expansion of the 
84 Whyte Ridge route into Bridgwater isn’t part of the BRT project all of the mayor’s statements are true 
with regard to reducing traffic and wear on the cities roadways.   

SLIDE 

In late February Mayor Bowman announced the creation of a Climate Change Working Group to be 
headed up by Councillor Gerbasi.  The Mayor said at that time, Winnipeg needs to reduce its carbon 
footprint and address climate change.  Environmental sustainability would come from reducing our 
carbon footprint.  In 2010 Dillon Consulting Limited prepared a report for the Ladco Company titled 
Study on Residential Street Patterns in Winnipeg.  Within that report there was a section on Carbon 
Emissions.   
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Quoting from that report, Greenhouse gas emissions account for approximately 37 per cent of 
Manitoba’s total emissions. A study completed by Transport Canada in 2006 indicated that traffic 
congestion in Winnipeg may cost our economy up to $104 million annually in lost time, increased fuel 
costs and GHG emissions. (Province of Manitoba 2008).  The American Public Transportation Association 
provides data which would indicate that for each person changing from automobile to public transit for 
a daily commute from Bridgwater Lakes to City Hall would reduce their carbon footprint by over 1100 
kilos annually.  Allowing the residents of Bridgwater access to public transit will permit them to decrease 
their dependence on automobiles for transportation, reduce wear on Winnipeg Streets and reduce 
greenhouse gasses and carbon emissions. 

SLIDE 

In Summary the distance to the existing transit service point is not viable for the majority Bridgwater 
Lakes residents.  There is strong Bridgwater Lakes Resident support for the expansion of the number 84 
Transit Route.  The nature of the route expansion will service not only Bridgwater Lakes, but also the 
Bridgwater Centre, Bridgwater Trails and provide a transit alternative to residents of Bridgwater Forest. 

Financially the Urban Development Institute / Deloitte report confirms that new housing developments 
in Winnipeg such as Bridgwater more than pay for their own infrastructure costs and contribute 
additional tax revenue dollars to the city which could more than offset the cost of transit. 

Bridgwater has been developed as ecofriendly Community with kilometers of walking trails and green 
park space.  Offering Winnipeg Transit service to the entire community will further the cause of reducing 
greenhouse gasses and reduce wear on Winnipeg streets by giving people the option to leave their cars 
at home. 

Lastly I’d like to quote Mayor Bowman, from a February 25th article in the Metro Newspaper.   

SLIDE 

“What we don’t want  . . is lower service levels for everyone.”  The residents of Bridgwater deserve 
transit to enjoy the same level of municipal services as they are funding for the rest of the city.   

I’d like to thank the committee for the opportunity to speak and I am open for any questions. 
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