
 From: Yanli.YUAN [mailto:  

Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 2:36 PM 
To: MayorBowman 
Cc:  
Subject: SW needs a new Recreation Center 

  

Hello Mayor Bowman, 

I am Yanli Yuan, a resident of Bridgwater Forest neighborhood. I am writing to express our 

unhappiness for your city council's ignoring the needs of school and recreation facility in our 

neighborhood. 

We moved to Bridgwater in 2011, when my daughter was 12 and my son was 1 years old. We 

were told there was a land to build a school close to our house and there would be community 

center. Over SIX years passed, my daughter has moved to another city to go university and my 

son is in grade two. The school land had been decided to build some houses on it and no 

community center. There is  only a big, beautiful picture we have, just a picture, South Winnipeg 

Community Recreation Campus. 

Recently, I learned that lack of recreation resources had been an issue for south Winnipeg since 

10 years ago and, based on the data, this area needs at least 5 more community centers now. I 

was shocked by this information. A more frustrating news from your city council is that in the 

proposed City of Winnipeg’s 2018 Operating Budget no money has been set aside for a Regional 

Recreation Facility for South Winnipeg in the coming year or for the next FIVE years! For your 

plan, I don’t know if my son can use the new recreation facility before he goes to a university. 

Or, maybe, I should anticipate my grand-kids can use it if they live here. What a joke! 

We are hardworking people and we pay tax, we deserve to be treated fairly. 

It’s time to change! It’s time to take actual action to start the new Recreation Center in South 

Winnipeg now! 

 Thanks, 

 Yanli Yuan, Resident of Bridgwater Forest  

 

 



From:  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 4:24 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: NO MONEY for recreation facilities for the citizens of SW Winnipeg 
  

  

DEFEAT CITY BUDGET..... 

  

Very difficult to support a City or vote for a Mayor who puts money into Wi-Fi Service on buses 

(not part of core business / a luxury) or opening up Portage and Main to foot traffic (that has no 

residual benefit to Winnipeggers) when there is NO PLAN or MONEY for recreation facilities 

for the citizens of SW Winnipeg. SHAME ! That is why we pay such large taxes...for 

recreational services. 

  

I do not support the City budget without adequate funding for recreation facilities in SW 

Winnipeg 

  

Thank you. 

-- 

Terry Lewycky Phd.  

 

  

 

 

--  

Terry Lewycky Phd.  

Infopak.ca  

 

 



From: Steven Shi  

Date: Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 3:36 PM 

Subject: Lack of Recreation Infrastructure in South Winnipeg is UNACCEPTABLE 

To:  

Cc:  

Dear Mayor Bowman and City Clerk Gameiro, 

  

I'm writing to express my shocking disappointment at your city council's disregard for the 

recreation deficit in my neighborhood. 

  

We purchased our house in Bridgwater Lakes community last year and plan to live here to raise 

my young family. We decided to live here because of the planned future school and new facility 

including recreational center. But this has been a disappointed year. First was there is still no 

planned school here and now it's the lack of recreation infrastructure. My son just turned 4 

yesterday and will soon to grow up with demand of having a recreational center to enjoy his 

growing up. Now I see the opportunity is shut for him for at least the next 5 to 7 years.With the 

above average property tax we pay in Winnipeg I strongly believe everyone in my community 

deserves a recreational center. It's unfair to charge us that much tax but without providing fair 

share of services. If you were in my position, what would you do? I think you know exactly what 

you would do. Being an reasonable citizen I agree that money is tight but this is not the excuse 

that you would do nothing. 

  

Bottom line is this is unacceptable and we NEED a recreation infrastructure for our kids and 

everyone lives in south Winnipeg. 

  

The change MUST happen now! 

  

Steven Shi 

  

 



From: Ryan Lloyd  
Sent: Sunday, December 3, 2017 6:18 PM 
To: MayorBowman; Gameiro, Carlos 
Cc:  
Subject: Proposed budget is not acceptable... 

 

 

Mayor Bowman, the proposed budget is unacceptable, because of the lack of planned 
funding for recreation infrastructure in South Winnipeg, a critically under served region - particularly 

the Waverly West area. 
 
Please address this deficiency.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Ryan Lloyd 
 



From: Priscilla Kerr   
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 12:52 PM 
To:  
Subject: RELATED TO -HUGE DEFICIT IN RECREATION SPACE in South Winnipeg/ DR P. KERR 

 

GOOD AFTERNOON Carlos Gameiro and Mayor Brian Bowman: 

My name is DR Priscilla Kerr I work at Manitoba Clinic and this week we re moving to the new 

building. I would love to attend 

 the EPC meeting at City Hall on December 5 at 9:00 am but I can't once I have patients to see 

on top of the organizing for our move. 

 

My husband and I decided to build a Home at Bridgwater lakes 3 years ago and leave R. Heights 

due to all the things they had to offer for family with young kids INCLUDING the promises of 

recreation facilities. My kids are now 6 and 4 years old. My Oldest Kevin will turn 7 on the last 

candle of Hanukkah. 

 

I was really not happy to find out the proposed City of Winnipeg’s 2018 Operating Budget no 

money has been set aside for a Regional Recreation Facility for South Winnipeg in the coming 

year or for the next FIVE ....Five years?? wait?? why that long ? I wanted to understand why 

we re out of their priority for that long? 

 

 

Of course do not support the proposed budget which lacks the funding for recreation 

facilities in South Winnipeg.PLEASE submit my opposition email to the Executive Policy 

Committee for consideration and be included in the public record. 

 

I agree with J. Lukes that it is a HUGE DEFICIT IN RECREATION SPACE in South 

Winnipeg. With the expansion of our community to include new areas that are comparable to the 

size of Brandon, it is completely UNACCEPTABLE for the City to refuse to fund new 

Recreation Space for the taxpayers and residents of South Winnipeg. 

So they re collecting a lot of taxes from us  and I don't mind to pay it But I'll be honest I'm 

concern for our waverly west area. Our neighborhood is growing so fast and I don't think is fair 

we have less recreation facilities than any other area in Winnipeg. 

 

 

I would appreciate a feedback from your group and I hope Mayor rethink that as well. 

BECAUSE my husband and I voted on him and I believe he is a great mayor, I believe he 

can have a say on that decision. Please think on us Mayor! 

 

thank you in advance for your attention  

 

PRISCILLA KERR 

        



From: MJ Willard DVM MD FRCPC FCAP  
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 10:43 AM 
To: Sabesky, Georgina 
Subject: Letter for City Council 

 

I cannot register for the meeting tomorrow but I need to voice my support. 
 
South Winnipeg must have the current recreation facility deficit in South Winnipeg 
fixed.  This is the feeling of SWAT (South Winnipeg Action Team). Other community 
groups in South Winnipeg are also support those residents of Winnipeg South  who 
attend the Waverley Grand Mosque as a "one voice" movement.  This will not be 
unfamiliar to Mayor Bowman as several groups have met with him about the fact that 
this part of the city has grown immensely and recreation for the kids has not kept 
pace.  As it stands, the City's 2018 Draft Operating budget includes NO FUNDING for 
this much needed project. 
 
Please add funding for this facility, or at least, funding for planning, so groups can get 
this project going.   
 
MJ Willard DVM MD FRCPC FCAP 

 



From: Maria van duinen  

Date: Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 12:03 PM 

Subject: Recreation deficit SWW 

To:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to express my shock at the city council's disregard for the recreation deficit in my 

neighbourhood.  

I'm sure if you weren't familiar with the relevant numbers before this decision was made, you are 

now, so I'm sure we are both on the same page that per the city's own policy for heated recreation 

space per resident, we are at only 1/3 of the recommendation at .67 sqft/resident. Yet this is 

completely ignored by your council.  

My children are 4 and 6 and has been living in Bridgwater 2013. At this rate, you have shut the 

door on the idea of funding for a rec centre until they are teenagers. To live in an area of 

Winnipeg with no recreation but yet we will have paid very high taxes is unfair.  

How can this the be the type of legacy your council wants to leave?  

You're happy to accept our taxes, but won't plow our sidewalks so we can actually use the active 

transportation network that sold us on the area. You'll impose a growth fee that aims to collect 

millions of dollars from us, but then leave us with no facilities for our kids. You'll approve plans 

for landscaping an area that you can't or won't maintain. 

We are not the ones that made the plans for this area and we are no longer going to put up with 

being punished for buying into the product of a vibrant, healthy, active-living & family-oriented 

neighbourhood that was sold to us. We pay our taxes just like everyone else, and we deserve 

recreation facilities just like everyone else and frankly it is your job to make that happen.  

None of this is right. You know it, your council knows it, and I know it. Obviously money is 

tight, but that doesn't relive you of an obligation to adequately service an enormous tax base.  

Change needs to happen now. This home will not be voting for a city council that does not 

represent ALL areas of Winnipeg. We wont be voting for a Mayor who excludes us from their 

plans. 

Thanks, 

Maria 



 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Maggie Jacula  
> Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 4:01 PM 
> To: Gameiro, Carlos 
> Cc: MayorBowman 
> Subject: South Winnipeg Recreation 
>  
> Hello, 
>  
> I am a resident of Bridgwater Lakes and would like to express my disappointment over the lack of 
funding for recreation (and schools...) in our area. Unfortunately I will not be able to make the meeting 
on Tuesday as I am out of town with work, so please accept this email as my voice. 
>  
> We moved to Winnipeg 18 months ago, having researched the area for about a year before moving 
from Ontario. We were drawn to the Bridgwater area by the website that spoke of the community and 
outlined all the plans for the area.  
>  
> Since we moved in to Bridgwater, however, it has become clear that the story presented by Manitoba 
housing and the city of Winnipeg for this area is just that - fiction. We paid a lot of money for our house 
and are paying much higher taxes than we paid in Ontario - and yet our services are almost non-existent. 
The green spaces are not maintained in the summer and the walkways (and roads...) and not ploughed 
in the winter. I know that these services happen in older parts of the city as I drive through these areas 
to visit friends or to go to work.  
>  
> The recent announcement that there would be no recreation facility planning for our neighbourhood 
has left me dumbfounded. How can so many families who are contributing so much in taxes to the city 
be ignored? Why are our tax dollars going to fund other areas of the city? We were brought to the area 
with promises of community facilities and we have been failed. 
>  
> I look to the Mayor to provide leadership on this issue and ensure that the residents of south 
Winnipeg receive the recreation facilities in the short term that we were promised, deserve....and to be 
frank, are paying for several times over with our high tax payments.  
>  
> I look forward to a response from the Mayor on how he plans to address this short coming for our 
family and the many families of Bridgwater. 
>  
> Thank you 
>  
> Maggie Jacula 
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 

 



From: Kerensa Mamchuk 
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 2:05 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: Re: Recreation in South Winnipeg 

 

Greetings, 

 
I am a parent of 3 young children ages 5, 3, and 9 months living in Bridgwater Forest. We moved here in 2013 with the 

promise of a community-minded area that would support an active living lifestyle. Yes- we have walking paths to support 

that, but beyond that we are struggling with all other recreational aspects. We anxiously await all leisure guide sign-up 

dates to quickly try and snag swimming and skating spots in other recreational facilities. We sometimes fail to get these 

spots because they fill up so quickly. 

 

As my daughter started Kindergarten this fall, we looked in a previous spring to sign her up for soccer to meet future peers 

and neighborhood families. With Waverly Heights mini soccer program full, we headed North to Whyte Ridge. There we 

met many nice people- but not one person heading to my daughters school of Ecole Bonnycastle. 

 

To not have funding for recreational facilities here is an absolute travesty. Not only does this directly affect the learning of 

life skills, but it creates a lack of connection to our neighbors and community and Winnipeg as a whole. Individually I feel 

sad for my children and in the broader sense I am afraid that not having access to recreational facilities will have a 

profoundly negative impact on South Winnipeg. 
 

Please hear our plea for more recreational services in the Bridgwater areas. 

 

Regards 
 
Kerensa Mamchuk 



From: Kasia  
Sent: Sunday, December 3, 2017 1:37 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: South Winnipeg Recreation Funding 
  

To the City Clerk, Carlos Gameiro: 

  

I understand that at the EPC meeting on December 5, the Mayor and Council will be discussing a 

proposed budget that does NOT include funding for recreation facilities in south Winnipeg. 

  

The lack of recreation infrastructure in South Winnipeg is unacceptable and I do NOT support 

the proposed budget. I request that the Mayor and Council seriously reconsider this issue and add 

the appropriate funding. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Katarzyna Mihalchuk 

Resident of Bridgwater Lakes 

 



From: Julia Allen  
Sent: Sunday, December 3, 2017 2:04 AM 
To: MayorBowman 
Cc:  
Subject: Waverley west recreation deficit  
  

Hello Mayor Bowman. 
  
I am writing to express my shock at your city council's disregard for the recreation deficit 
in my neighbourhood.  
  
I'm sure if you weren't familiar with the relevant numbers before this decision was made, 
you are now, so I'm sure we are both on the same page that per the city's own policy for 
heated recreation space per resident, we are at only 1/3 of the recommendation at .67 
sqft/resident. Yet this is completely ignored by your council.  
  
My son is 7 and has been living in Bridgwater since he was 4. At this rate, you have 
shut the door on the idea of funding for a rec centre until he is 13. Saying funding is 
approved straight away when he turns 14, plus 2 years to build, (which is probably an 
utterly unrealistic timeline), the best case scenario is that he will be 16 before we have 
any rec facilities in the neighbourhood he will have lived in, and we have paid taxes in, 
for the previous 12 years.  
  
How can this the be the type of legacy your council wants to leave for this child?  
  
You're happy to accept our taxes, but won't plow our sidewalks so we can actually use 
the active transportation network that sold us on the area. You'll impose a growth fee 
that aims to collect millions of dollars from us, but then leave us with no facilities for our 
kids. You'll approve plans for landscaping an area that you can't or won't maintain. I 
could never get away with running my business like this and cannot fathom how this is 
acceptable to you & your council.  
  
There is a lot of chatter going on in this area about this issue and it isn't pretty. 
  
People feel neglected, people feel misled, people taken advantage of, people feel 
targeted as the "lowest hanging fruit." People do not feel respected or taken seriously. 
And I can assure you, people are very, very angry.  
  
Certainly I will be at this meeting on Tuesday, and so will many of my neighbours.  
  
I think previously people had some patience with the process & were understanding that 
things take time and that money is scarce. But with this last slap in the face, your 
council has taken it too far, and we have run out of understanding.  
  
We are not the ones that made the plans for this area and we are no longer going to put 
up with being punished for buying into the product of a vibrant, healthy, active-living & 
family-oriented neighbourhood that was sold to us. We pay our taxes just like everyone 
else, and we deserve recreation facilities just like everyone else and frankly it is your job 
to make that happen.  
  



Your provincial colleagues can thank you at the city for tipping these scales because we 
also deserve an adequate number of schools in our neighbourhood, and you can bet 
that our tolerance for patient waiting on this point is also now over.  
  
None of this is right. You know it, your council knows it, and I know it. Obviously money 
is tight, but that doesn't relive you of an obligation to adequately service an enormous 
tax base.  
  
Change needs to happen now. I will see you on Tuesday. 
  

Julia Allen 

Bridgwater Lakes  
  

  



From: Jerilynn Habon  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 11:44 AM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos; MayorBowman 
Cc:  
Subject: Lack of recreational funding/facilities in Southwest Winnipeg 

 Dear City Council and the Executive Policy Committee, 

 I moved to Bridgwater Trails in the Waverley West area just over a year ago with my family. 

We chose the area becauseof the deliberate design to foster a sense of community with the trails 

and amenities with the seeming promise there will be recreational facilities to serve our area. 

When I drive through the area, I marvel at the amount of homes that have been built and 

continue to be built. However, at this time, when I want to register my children in leisure 

activities to foster the importance of physical activity so they understand taking care of your 

body as well as your mind is important, I have to DRIVE outside of my community in order to 

provide that. To me that already seems counterproductive when we could easily walk/bike in 

warmer weather to the propose site from our home.  

 To not even have hope there would be any consideration for funding for the super rec centre that 

had been talked about is unacceptable. By the time there is another suggestion of providing this, 

I'm sure there will be money spent for a feasibility study and so on. Who knows how long that 

would all take before a shovel could possibly hit the ground? Six years from now, my kids will 

be approaching the tween age. By the time something could possibly be worked out, are my kids 

now going to be teenagers/young adults? Would all their experiences be outside their 

neighborhood? It's already bad enough my children are unable to attend school in their area. To 

not have a recreational facility so that families can come together, meet and have our children 

engage in positive, pro-social activities is a failure. I recognize it was Manitoba Housing that 

developed this area but it is you, City Council, who are holding the purse strings for what is 

sorely needed.  There was so much excitement when Bridgwater was initially proposed and I 

vowed that I wanted to live there and raise my family there. Now doubt is setting in and it 

appears the area is not what it tried to portray itself to be all those years ago. It appears some 

residents feel the same and have put their homes on the market due to the lack of facilities and 

schools.  

 All areas of the city pay high taxes including us. However, only new areas are being forced to 

pay for the "impact fee" you proposed Mayor Bowman. Where is that money going? How are we 

getting taxed and taxed some more and then you turn around and say there is no money from the 

very people you are very happily taking money from? It is unacceptable and I think you need to 

re-think how you budget because that type of dismissive political jargon is  just  not going to fly. 

We pay taxes assuming some of that will be re-injected into the community we bought into. We 

deserve this recreational centre and strongly hope and expect you will reconsider.  

 Even though I am unable to attend the meeting tomorrow, I know my neighbors will.  

 Sincerely, 

 Jerilynn Habon 



From: hong yue  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 3:11 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: city budget 
  
Hello: 
  
I am currently live on South pointe area,  which is changing to big community. however there 
isn't any budget for recreation infrastructure . we paid thousands dollars on property tax. we 
can't accept this budget without plan of recreation. 
  
Thanks 
  
Hong Yue 
 



From: Gurpreet Grewal 
Sent: Sunday, December 3, 2017 9:48 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos; MayorBowman 
Cc:  
Subject: We do not support 
  
  
Hi there, 
  
I am emailing to inform the city officiall that the lack of recreation infrastructure in south Winnipeg is 
unacceptable and we do not support this purposed budget.  
  
Thanks.  
  
  
Sent from my iPhone 
 



From: Hutton Elizabeth < 

Subject: recreational facilities 

Date: 4 December, 2017 3:25:24 PM CST 

To: C  
Cc:  
 

To whom it may concern . 

 

Just adding my name,  as a long time PAL55+  member ,  to the list of PAL 55+  members 

showing  their displeasure with  the lack of recreational facilities in South Winnipeg  . 

 

Best  regards , 

 

Elizabeth S. Hutton  . 

 

 



From: Eilene Paterson  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 1:40 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: Re: 2018 city budget 
 
> To whom it may concern: 
>  
> I am shocked, as a long term resident of South West Winnipeg, that the city does not see a recreation 
centre as a priority and plans to remove funding for a  complex in the south end, in the 2018 budget. 
This move totally disregards the inadequate number of community centres in the new southwest 
neighbourhoods and the welfare of people who live in this area. 
>  
> Janice Lukes and community groups have worked hard to establish a commitment from the city for 
years. This area is severely underserved according to the city’s own per capita requirements for 
recreation and community complexes. 
>  
> The impact of the proposed budget will negatively affect a huge number of children and young people.  
Contrast this decision not to spend money, with the proposed opening of Portage and Main, a cosmetic 
move which  is politically driven. A new recreation complex will benefit children, youth and many in the 
community of all ages. This kind of decision making is what makes voters disillusioned with politicians. I 
do not support this decision.  Is anyone out there listening? 
>  
> A disappointed voter 
> Eilene Paterson 
 

 



From: Edward Marchant  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 9:42 AM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: South Winnipeg cc 

 

Hi there, I've been involved in youth sports, mostly coaching hockey in south winnipeg for 7yrs. 

As a member of this community for years, I can see we have some of the oldest facilities in the 

city. I think having a new arena complex would not only benefit the kids playing hockey now, to 

learn the game in a more comfortable and suitable facility, but would also attract more kids to be 

exited about joining a league here, where maybe it wouldn't usually be in their plans. Also the 

boom in population with the new areas which goes without saying. 

 Thanks for your time, a concerned coach and parent in south Winnipeg, Ed Marchant 

 

 



From: Paterson, Chris  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 10:16 AM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Cc:  
Subject: Leadership needed - Proposed City of Winnipeg budget & Rec Services in SW Winnipeg 

 
This is a note in opposition to the proposed City of Winnipeg budget, which I understand does not 
provide funds for a recreational facility in SW Winnipeg. I understand this matter is being raised in 
tomorrow’s City of Wpg EPC meeting. Please consider these comments in your deliberations on the 
proposed budget. They can be taken as representative of the sentiment among the vast majority of our 
SW Winnipeg residents. 
 
We are at a tipping point with the lack of facilities available in SW Winnipeg. Examine the stats 
concerning the existing population and recreational facilities in our area, and compare them to the per 
capita ratio the City commits to. Our families and children are being blatantly underserved while our 
community is ignored. Action is desperately needed by the leaders on this communication. Please 
examine our situation and do the right thing. 
 
There is an obvious groundswell of concern and frustration among residents who are disappointed and 
angry. People are mobilizing to become extremely vocal and feel it’s time for leadership, or change. 
 
Thank you for your hard work  and for your attention to this matter of critical importance to the 
residents of the fastest-growing community in Winnipeg. 
 
Chris Paterson BA LLB TEP 
 

 



From: Brent Walker  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 12:34 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: Lack of recreation infrastructure in South Winnipeg is disheartening 
 

Good afternoon, 

 

My name is Brent Walker and I live at 174 Southview Crescent in Winnipeg, MB along with my 

wife and 3 children (aged 6, 7 and 11). All 3 of my children participate in sports programs 

throughout the year, and my wife and I volunteer as coaches in their various sports. Being active 

and participating on teams is a very important aspect of any child's life long journey. It is very 

concerning and dismaying to my family that the city is considering moving ahead without 

putting forward any additional funding towards recreation infrastructure in the South Winnipeg 

Area over the next 5 years, when we are already below the City defined minimum. I strongly 

urge that the city reconsider the future of South Winnipeg and make community centres an 

important cornerstone for the area moving forward. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to our concerns and I hope that South Winnipeg's 

collective voices are heard and addressed within the upcoming budget decisions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Brent Walker 

 



From: ANDREA NOEL  
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 1:03 PM 
To: Gameiro, Carlos 
Subject: Lack of Funding South Wpg Comm. Ctre 
  

Hello, 

  

I would like to register my name, Andrea Noel, for the opposition of lack of funding for the 

South Wpg Community Centre. 

  

I have lived in Bridgwater Forest for over 7 years w/ 2 young children. We are really lacking in 

recreation in our area & find myself driving to different areas of the city for my daughter’s 

activities.   

  

Thank you, 

  

Andrea Noel 

  

  


