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History / Background: 
 

 LaBarriere Park is owned by the City of Winnipeg, but is located within the R.M. of Richot, 
Manitoba. In 1969, as part of Metro Winnipeg’s pledge to add 1000 acres of park land to the 
system, an area along the LaSalle River was purchased.  This would become LaBarriere Park. The 
site consists of 136 hectares with a large portion containing a naturally forested area along the 
LaSalle River. The Park offers a variety of recreational opportunities both impromptu, such as 
bird watching and hiking, and more organized summer and winter activities such as baseball, 
canoeing and cross country skiing. 

 
Vision for LaBarriere Park: 
 

 LaBarriere Park plays a unique role in Winnipeg’s park system. This park is seen as a 
predominantly “natural” park where traditional park development is minimized. Due to its 
unique location, straddling a long section of the LaSalle River, the Park’s greatest strength is its 
significant natural area that requires on-going protection and preservation.   

 
Basic Inventory and Map (attached): 
 

 LaBarriere Park is situated approximately 5 kilometres south of the Perimeter Highway along the 
banks of the LaSalle River lying both to the east and west of Waverley Street in the R.M. of 
Richot. 

 

 The most important feature of this park is the river bottom forest ecosystem that requires on-
going protection and preservation since these types of areas are becoming rare in the southern 
part of the Red River Valley.  Finally, there is a mosaic of hiking and cross country ski trails 
winding through a large section of forest.  

 

 In addition, LaBarriere Park has six bookable sites with picnic tables for the public to enjoy. Two 
of the bookable sites have picnic shelters and can be accessed from the parking lot that services 
the park. In 2014, 29 various sized events were booked at these picnic sites including school 
groups, First Nation gatherings, and small family functions.  

 

 There are also two baseball diamonds in the Park. 
  

Natural Area Significance: 
 

 LaBarriere Park is considered an ecologically significant area due to the extent of pristine river 
bottom forest. 

 
 

Current Maintenance and Services: 
 

 Park staff provide onsite maintenance Monday to Friday during the spring, summer and early 
fall season. They clean the shelters, mow and trim designated green spaces, collect litter, groom 



trails with wood chips, maintain picnic sites, report any vandalism issues, and provide assistance 
to park users.  

 Over the late fall and winter months, garbage is collected daily from April to November. A 
mobile crew inspects the site on weekends for garbage.  

 In the winter trails are groomed for the use of skiers. 
 
Other Activities / Organizations: 
 

 In addition to the activities listed above that take place in the west portion of LaBarriere Park, 
several organizations are utilizing the eastern section of the Park.  Since 1976 The Boy Scouts of 
Canada have held their group activities in the large open areas on the eastern end of the Park 
along the LaSalle River.  This area has been designated as “Camp Amisk”.  

  Also, a raptor breeding centre was established in 1996 in an area just to the east of Waverley 
Street. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities: 
 

 As the site is rather remote in nature, repeated vandalism has been an on-going concern at the 
Park and, as the Park lies outside City limits, policing lies with the local RCMP detachment that 
has a large area to cover with minimal officers. 

 The washroom building has become tired and has deteriorated to the point where it is no longer 
useable.  Temporary “port-a-potties” have been in place as an interim measure until this 
building can be replaced. Ideally, a new combined three season washroom and picnic shelter 
would be an asset at this site. At present, the building is on the Parks & Open Space Division’s 
risk assessment document but to date; no funding has been identified for this building. 

 Additional infrastructure could be considered at this site including fencing, pathways, and an 
upgraded maintenance building. 

 
 



 


