
Transportation
Winnipeg’s Transportation Master Plan outlines the base transit network as a combination 
of mainline, express, and feeder routes that maximize coverage and direct travel between 
destinations.

4 bus routes currently serve Fort Richmond: Routes 72, 137, 162, and 170. Route 72 
provides coverage service in the neighbourhood and the adjacent Richmond West 
neighbourhood. Route 137 provides peak direction travel to/from downtown, and routes 
162 and 170 provide daily service between Fort Richmond, St. Norbert, and downtown via 
Pembina Highway and the transitway.

Fort Richmond Neighbourhood              NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER

2%

15%

70%

5%

Housing Types
Fort Richmond is predominantly zoned R1 (single-family housing), and many of 
these houses have large front yards, driveways, and trees located on the property. 
There are pockets of R2 (two-family housing) and RMF (multi-family housing) 
in the neighbourhood, mainly on Dalhousie Drive closer to Pembina Highway.

Location and Boundaries
Fort Richmond is located south of the University of Manitoba’s Fort Garry 
Campus in the south end of Winnipeg. Its borders include Pembina Highway to 
the west, the University of Manitoba to the north, the Red River to the east, and 
Perimeter Highway to the south.  
 
Developed in the 1960s and 1970s, its proximity to the University of Manitoba 
and the many services the neighbourhood provides attracts new residents and 
entices long-time residents to stay. Its strength is found in its committed residents 
and historical momentum that sustains Fort Richmond’s ongoing appeal. 

Demographics

The importance of demographic information is to show Fort Richmond’s change 
in population, age, and migration patterns. Many social outcomes are impacted by 
demographic information. For example, the high student-aged population in Fort 
Richmond corresponds with the fact the neighbourhood has a variety of schools, including 
elementary, secondary, and postsecondary institutions.

All data was taken from the 2011 Census. Please note that due to reliability issues in that 
census year and the national household survey being voluntary, data given may be slightly 
inaccurate. Data for students may have been underrepresented as well.
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Green Space
Fort Richmond has a forested feel; its tree lined streets provide greenery, adding to the 
aesthetics of the neighbourhood. The neighbourhood has many green spaces with several 
parks scattered throughout. There are pocket parks, community parks, school parks, and 
Kings Park. Kings Park is the largest park in Fort Richmond and has several amenities, 
including an off-leash dog park, sporting infrastructure, and several walking paths that 
weave throughout the park and along the Red River. 

Public and Community Services
Fort Richmond has three schools, eight facilities classified as daycare/nursery, six 
churches and other commercial services like banks, clinics, postal services and 
restaurants. Students interviewed expressed that their reason for living in the area is its 
proximity to the University of Manitoba and its necessary week to week amenities like 
Superstore, Sobeys, Canada Post and banks.
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Neighbourhood Context
Fort Richmond, located in South Winnipeg, is a stable, recent community 
according to Complete Communities, Winnipeg’s land use and development plan 
for neighbourhoods.
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Connecting Routes

LINE THICKNESS

FREQUENT SERVICE
Service at least every 15 minutes from 6:00am to 9:00pm

Service at least every 30 minutes from 6:00am to 9:00pm

LIMITED SERVICE
Service under every 30 minutes during the day

Waverley 
Heights

Weekday transit service connectivity in Fort Richmond and the University of Manitoba Saturday transit service connectivity in Fort Richmond and the University of Manitoba Sunday and Holiday transit service connectivity in Fort Richmond and the University of Manitoba.

Fort Richmond Neighbourhood              NEIGHBOURHOOD ANALYSIS

Existing bench

Threats

- Unstable funding sources for expansion of community association 
 responsibilities
- Difficulty of managing diverse interests
- Elections every four years, creating potential change in leadership
- Restrictive zoning bylaws

S.W.O.T. Analysis
After meeting with the Fort Richmond Residents Association, we did a 
SWOT analysis, an analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats of the neighbourhood as told by residents and other stakeholders. 
This list is combined with a SWOT analysis based on a visual analysis of 
the neighbourhood and data available on Fort Richmond and surrounding 
areas like the University of Manitoba.

Internal Community Relations
Fort Richmond hosts and participates in activities such as celebration of multiculturalism, 
community donation of clothing, ESL classes, and art programs. Many residents participate in 
various acts of community service including mentoring of new immigrants. 
Fort Richmond also has an active neighbourhood association that works to encourage rental 
safety and legal rental of housing units. 

Affordable Housing Options
2525 Pembina is a proposed new development that would rent on a per bed basis, rather than 
renting entire units. This type of development makes renting more affordable and accessible 
to a variety of people. 
The University of Manitoba offers some rentals for students, and they plan to construct more 
student residences in the future, which may be affordable for students.
There is also the proposed development of Southwood Lands, to the north of the University 
of Manitoba. At this time, it is unknown what this development will look like, but it may offer 
affordable housing options. 

Age-Friendly Built Form 
Fort Richmond has amenities that contribute to an age-friendly environment for all 
residents, such as sidewalks, benches, community centres, crosswalks, speed reduction 
zones, and the creation of legal secondary suites. 
The City of Winnipeg is committed to designing programs and services that work for 
everyone, regardless of age or ability. Public buildings and the outdoor environment are 
major influences on independence, mobility, and quality of life for people of all ages. Safe, 
accessible infrastructure is critical to being an age-friendly community. 

Map of Winnipeg’s proposed Transit Quality Corridors from the 2008 TAC Conference document

Clothing donations in church 
basement - Winnipeg Free Press

Art event at Richmond Kings 
Community Center - Winnipeg 
Free Press

Fort Richmond Neighbourhood 
Association logo - Winnipeg Free Press

Fort Richmond celebrating multiculturalism day - Winnipeg Free PressCommunity event - Winnipeg Free 
Press

Rendering from Southwood Lands – Visionary (re)Generation Plan Map of the Fort Richmond neighbourhood with existing benches highlighted

Strengths
- Proximity to the University of Manitoba
- Abundance of green space
- School grounds are clean and well kept
- Churches provide services such as ESL and donations of water   
 clothing and for the community
- The community centre provides activities for all people
- Close proximity to amenities
- Active community neighbourhood association

Weaknesses

- Some streets do not have connecting and consistent sidewalks, in result  
 pedestrians are often seen walking on the road
- Amenities on Pembina are not within walking distance for some   
          residents 
- Transit is not frequent, especially on Sundays
- Disconnected bike paths
- Poor relationship with the University of Manitoba
- Lack of affordable legal student housing

Opportunities
- Bus Rapid Transit has the potential to increase the catchment area for  
 students to live further but still get to the university efficiently
- The City has committed to the rehabilitation of Kings Park
- Engaged councillor and association
- Southwood lands will provide more housing options for students
- Fort Richmond has active cultural groups that meet together for events  
 like celebration of multiculturalism

Transit Quality Corridors
Pembina Highway in Fort Richmond islocated along one of Winnipeg’s Transit Quality 
Corridors (see map below), where transit improvements are to be expected in the long 
term

Transit Service Connectivity in Fort Richmond 
The transit connectivity map below shows the current connectivity and frequency network from Fort Richmond and the University of Manitoba on weekdays, weekends and holidays. While service 
and connectivity to the University of Manitoba is adequate, service to Fort Richmond can be improved, especially on Pembina Highway. 
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Fort Richmond Neighbourhood              VISION, GOALS and STRATEGIES

GOAL STRATEGY
ACTORS TIMEFRAME

Provincial Municipal Institutional Private Association Short Term Long Term

Affordable Housing: Ensuring all 
Fort Richmond residents have access 
to safe and legal housing, fostering an 
inclusive and accessible community.

Affordable Housing Bylaw (City of Winnipeg Charter Amendment) that allows for 
modification of specified development requirements X X

Restructuring of university finances to allocate base funding for housing X X X

Construct one student residence building with <300 spaces  through traditional long-term 
financing X X

Secondary plan for Southwood Lands should include stipulation for affordable housing X X

Future student residences via public private partnership X X X X

Community Relations: Creating 
a connected neighbourhood where 
members support each other and have 
strong relationships with external 
organizations. These relationships 
are important to strengthen the 
inclusiveness and diversity of Fort 
Richmond.

Use the City of Winnipeg’s Community Incentive Grant Program for a thrift store to fund 
relevant community services through the Fort Richmond Residents Association X X X

Create a Fort Richmond Secondary Plan to manage change in the built environment X X X

Consider collaboration in provision of intergration services for new residents, especially 
students moving into the neighbourhood X X

Create a rental coordinator position within the residents association, funded by revenue from 
the community thrift store, to help inform tenants and landlords about their responsibilities 
and funding opportunities for legal rental housing options like secondary suites

X X

Transportation: Providing 
infrastructure options that benefit 
all residents and promote access 
and mobility within and beyond the 
neighbourhood.

Create a frequent transit network map for Winnipeg Transit (see map below) X X

Remove route 162 from the Fort Richmond neighbourhood (providing service on Pembina to 
St. Norbert instead) and improve service on routes 72 and 137 to supplement the service loss X X X

Clearly identify “coverage” and “core” routes for Winnipeg Transit and set frequency 
guidelines for each X X

Create a separated bike lane on Dalhousie Drive north leg between Silverstone and Pembina X X

Frequent Transit Network Map (every 15 minutes on weekdays until 9pm): This  frequent transit network map for Winnipeg Transit 
would highlight routes and corridors with frequent transit service. This would provide more information for residents in terms of 
corridors and neighbourhoods with high transit frequencies.

Vision:
Fort Richmond may evolve into a neighbourhood that cultivates an inclusive community using holistic approaches that reflect its tranquility, diversity, accessibility, and 
encourage harmonious relationships within the neighbourhood and with external stakeholders.

Limitations: 
There are general limitations that encompass the entire report.

Financial
The allocation of resources is limited and sometimes out of stakeholders’ controls. Stakeholders are at the whim of market trends, economic fluctuations, and economic policies that 
aren’t aligned with everyone’s needs. There were several financial constraints in our recommendations ranging from lack of individual funds to funding for organizations and large-scale 
projects. Many recommendations outlined in the report cannot be implemented without sufficient funding.

Political
The issues and recommendations presented are beyond the lengths of a political cycle, and there is no guarantee that future political representatives will support the implementation of 
our recommendations. Also, there are provincial and federal policies that can negatively impact Fort Richmond and are beyond the scope of municipal politics. For example, census data 
from 2011 had reliability issues due to the fact the long form census and national household survey were voluntary.

Scope
This report was completed within the span of one university term, meaning the scope of the report is limited. If more time was allocated to develop strategies and recommendations, 
there could be a more thorough analysis resulting in a more complete collection of recommendations for Fort Richmond.

Summary of Strategies:

Affordable Housing

The issue of rooming houses was raised by many residents. Rooming 
houses are houses with multiple tenants, where each tenant has a room, but 
other areas, like the kitchen and bathroom, are shared. Each tenant would 
have their own lease arrangement with the landlord, and the landlord may 
or may not live in the house.

We believe an increase in affordable housing in and around Fort Richmond 
would help to address the issue of illegal rooming houses. Winnipeg has 
a vacancy rate of 3% and the rate for Fort Richmond is 2%. These low 
vacancy rates, along with the presence of rooming houses, suggest there is 
a lack of affordable housing in and around Fort Richmond.

The University of Manitoba Ancilliary Services, responsible for student 
housing, does not currently receive base funding. This means student housing 
is often built with financing, which can be expensive because of interest 
accumulation. Base funding to Ancilliary Services would help to meet the 
demand for on campus housing, so that more student residences could be built.

The development of Southwood Lands, north of the University of Manitoba, 
provides an oppourtunity for more affordable housing. Therefore, we 
recommend that the secondary plan for Southwood Lands include stipulation 
for affordable housing.

Community Relations

Fort Richmond has several engaging events that bring the community 
together, as well as active community members that serve the community 
by donations, mentorship and other forms of support. We recommend 
that Fort Richmond have more cultural and community programming 
geared to students, considering a significant percentage of the community’s 
population is between ages 20 and 24.
 
The current neighbourhood association could increase its focus and 
include roles like rental and event coordinators and a consistent 
communication liason between Fort Richmond and the University of 
Manitoba, adjacent neighbourhoods, and the City of Winnipeg. The 
purpose is to promote positive community relations and a sense of 
community that is more inclusive. 

We recognize that an increase of responsibilities and change in structure 
of the neighbourhood association would require funding. Therefore, we 
propose a for-profit thrift store with start-up funding from the City of 
Winnipeg’s Community Incentive Grant Program. The thrift store would 
not only act as a revenue generator but also a central hub of information 
for residents.

Transportation
Some residents showed concern for cyclists unsafely biking on sidewalks, 
therefore separated bike lanes would improve safety for cyclists and 
drivers. The north leg of Dalhousie between Pembina and Silverstone 
would be a good option, as it is a 4-lane road with a median and connects 
the heart of Fort Richmond with the amenities on Pembina.

We believe strengthening service on Pembina and providing reliable 
coverage in Fort Richmond is important in allowing residents to consider 
alternative travel options. Data from Winnipeg Transit showed high 
passenger turnover on routes 72 and 162 at Pembina/Dalhousie North and 
Pembina/Killarney, in addition to high intra-neighbourhood travel outside 
morning peak periods. Therefore it would be more efficient to have one 
all-day route serve Fort Richmond and one serve Pembina Highway. We 
recommend:
- Removing route 162 from Fort Richmond and provide all trips to   
 St. Norbert
- Increasing service on routes 72 and 137 to supplement the loss of  
 route 162 in Fort Richmond

By impoving the transportation network, it would allow students to expand 
their horizons in searching for housing, reduce demand for parking, and 
allow residents to consider alternative modes of transport.


