
Winnipeg's governance review a sham, 
says councillor 
Author of the article: 
James Snell 
Publishing date: 
Jan 12, 2021  •  January 12, 2021  •  2 minute read 

 

The city is encouraging residents to get 
involved in an upcoming review of civic 
governance, while one city councillor says 
the city has already decided its governance 
strategy. 

In a statement on Monday, the city said it 
hopes the review, which kicks-off virtual 
workshops on Jan. 28, will cultivate 
transparency, confidence, timely decision 
making, innovation and modern and 
effective governance structures. The city 
says governance is all about leadership and 
responsibility. 

 

In a statement on Monday, the city said it hopes the review, which kicks-off virtual 
workshops on Jan. 28, will cultivate transparency, confidence, timely decision making, 
innovation and modern and effective governance structures. The city says governance is 
all about leadership and responsibility. 

Coun. Kevin Klein (Charleswood-Tuxedo-Westwood), who isn’t a member of mayor 
Brian Bowman’s Executive Policy Committee (EPC), is giving the city a failing grade 
when it comes to openness and transparency in the EPC system. He told the Winnipeg 
Sun on Monday the governance review is long overdue. However, according to Klein, the 
city has already made up its mind when it comes to governance strategy. 

“They are just taking it out to the people,” he said. 

Klein said the idea of engaging the public via virtual workshops is unacceptable and 
shouldn’t be tolerated by residents. He said there’s too much at risk, calling EPC – 
which has significant legislative power – outdated and unnecessary. He said the current 
administration is eroding democratic processes. 

 

Councillor Kevin Klein says city has set its governance plan 

and the public governance hearings won't change 
anything. PHOTO BY KEVIN KING /Winnipeg Sun 



“(EPC) controls council the way it is today,” he said. “So the transportation plan, the Our 
Winnipeg plan, the infill plan, all of it is being pushed through in 2021. I will not allow 
the mayor, who is not running again, and the EPC to use the city to push their agenda 
without proper governance.” 

Coun. Brian Mayes (St. Vital), the city’s longest-standing EPC member, told the Sun on 
Tuesday the City of Winnipeg Charter requires an EPC, adding provincial and federal 
cabinet systems use similar models. He said EPC members don’t always vote in unison, 
apart from the budget. 

“There’s value in it because you try to get everyone working together toward common 
goals,” he said. “If you had everybody in the room trying to get consensus among 16 
people, it would be that much harder. I do think it helps to coordinate the debate.” 

Does Mayes sympathize with Klein and other city councillors who are not part of EPC? 

“It can be frustrating,” he said. “To some extent, you can try to get your agenda forward 
on certain items. I think Coun. Ross Eadie (Mynarski) has gotten some stuff through 
and has been bitterly critical of us on other items. I think Kevin got frustrated early on 
here and that’s too bad. To me it’s still a model worth pursuing.” 

A spokesperson for Bowman said in a statement to the Sun on Tuesday the purpose of a 
governance review is to obtain an independent view of what’s working and what needs 
improvement at city hall. They said improvements are always possible and the Mayor 
looks forward to hearing directly from residents as part of the engagement. 
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