
Homeowners' Information 
regarding Naturalized 
Stormwater Retention Ponds

Homeowners should not make any 
modifications to their property within the 
stormwater retention basin slope area.



For properties backing onto naturalized storm 
water ponds, an Easement on the property or 
the City of Winnipeg Grading By-law protects 
the 7:1 pond slope. The protection of this pond 
slope is critical as this slope provides flood 
control, allowing for additional stormwater 
storage in the spring and during major rain 
events.

This pond slope is planted with native grasses 
that can survive periods of flooding to protect 
against erosion. The establishment and 
preservation of these native plants, grasses 
and bulrushes enhance wildlife habitat.

As a result, property owner’s are restricted 
from engaging in any of the following within the 
pond slope area:

PROTECT THE POND SLOPE

No mowing or application of herbicides or pesticides 
within stormwater retention pond basin slope

Ensure the pond slope area is not disturbed

Preserve shoreline planting

No tree planting and shoreline modification within easement area

•	 Trimming, cutting and/or removing any 
ground cover, trees, shrubs, underbrush 
and/or any type of plant life;

•	 Application of any pesticides, herbicides 
or fertilizers of any type to the soil, ground 
cover, trees, shrubbery, underbrush and/or 
any type of plant life;

•	 Any act that would modify the shoreline or 
water depths of the Stormwater Retention 
Pond Basin; 

•	 Placement of any yard waste or 
composting materials including but not 
limited to grass clippings; 

•	 Construction or placement or permitting the 
construction or placement of any building 
or structure or other improvement; 

•	 Storage of any materials, including but not 
limited to garbage; 

•	 Removal of any top soil; and 
•	 Excavation, drilling or causing any damage 

or injury to the Stormwater Retention Pond 
Basin.

If there are any violations of the above, the 
City of Winnipeg has the right to repair the 
pond slope area (when changes are made 
without permission) and recover the expenses 
from the property owner.

Storage in the spring and 
during major rain events

High water level

Normal water level

If the stormwater retention 
basin slope is filled, pond 

storage capacity is reduced 
and backyards could flood in 
the spring and during major 

rain events

7:1 Pond Slope Area within 
Private Property

+1.3m


